Summary from Joint Strategic Needs Assessment - January 2017

Why is this important?

There is growing concern among practitioners and policymakers regarding high intensity needs among cohorts of women and/or families who repeatedly have children taken into care. The
health and wellbeing implications for those affected along with the costs of legal fees and court proceedings are considerable. This JISNA was conducted to describe the key characteristics
of women in Lewisham who have experienced repeated removals of children into care, outline the scale and needs among this group and identify suitable interventions to address them.
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What needs to be done?

« Given the scale and scope of need among these women in Lewisham, and the cost to services associated with child removal and placement, a dedicated new
service may be expected to deliver significant improvements in outcomes and savings to the Council.

« The Public Health Team has a key role in helping to develop a business case for the service and developing a robust set of measurable performance indicators
for monitoring and evaluation.
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